
Reef and Rainforest Cruise 
Dates:  Monday 2nd November to Tuesday, 10th November 2009 9 days 
Cost:  $4,200 plus *  Style: Live aboard Start and Finish:  Cairns 
Explore the rainforest clad islands and reefs of the Great Barrier Reef between Cairns and Townsville.  
Enjoy the adventure of a lifetime - cruising in one of the world's most attractive and biodiverse regions.  
Discover the magic of this wild, remote and minimally disturbed region by boat when the Coral Sea is 
usually calmest.  See beautiful fascinating places missed by passengers on the bigger boats and by those 
who are confined to wheeled transport including the wild and rugged Hinchinbrook Island.  It meets all four 
natural World Heritage criteria.  Encounter a diversity of rainforest types, hundreds of species of fish, coral 
and birdlife, as well as fruit bats, turtles and crocodiles.  Snorkel in clear azure seas.  It is timed to coincide 
with the coral spawning (5 nights after the November Full Moon) and the peak breeding season.    
* Cost:  The list price is for passengers in the bunk cabins.  
There will be an additional charge for the 4 x ensuite twin 
cabins, (+ $300 pp) and the other non-bunk cabins (1xdouble, 
1x triple and 4x twins) (+ $150 pp). Cabins will be allocated in 
the order Application Forms are received.    

This will be the last GO BUSH safari led by John Sinclair and 
Ian Morris before John Sinclair’s retirement. They have led 
similar safaris in the Far Northern Section of the Great Barrier 
Reef as well as Papua New Guinea and have chosen this area 
because of the outstanding qualities of this very rich and 
diverse section of the Great Barrier Reef including areas with 
the greatest diversity of mangroves in Australia as well as some 
of the oldest and most complex rainforest on Earth. John 
Sinclair has been exploring this area for almost 50 years. Ian, 
an outstanding naturalist, specializes in all tropical wildlife. 
This cruise is limited to 25 passengers who will live aboard 
SuperSport, a large air-conditioned catamaran that offers a 
platform for snorkelling.  A 12-metre RIB runabout will enable 
excursions to explore the reef, shore or the adjacent rainforest.  
It is a far cry from “roughing it” on a safari.  It offers a unique 
opportunity to explore this dramatic reef-rainforest interface.  
This is particularly demonstrable at Hinchinbrook Island and 
the surrounding areas that are the main focus of this cruise.    

Draft I tinerary 
Day 1; Monday, 2nd November: Board SuperSport at Cairns 
Marlin Wharf at 9,00 am and cruise to the to Frankland Islands, 
five continental islands surrounded by fringing reefs, located 
10km offshore from the mouth of the Russell-Mulgrave rivers 
and 45km south of Cairns. After snorkeling there may be an 
opportunity to explore the nearby river for its terrestrial life. 
Lucinda: High Tide 3.06m @ 8.26 am — Low tide 1.12m @ 2.24 pm 

Day 2; Tuesday, 3rd November (Full Moon):  Frankland 
Islands to Dunk Island.  The region from the Frankland Islands 
south to Halifax Bay is known for its spectacular island 
scenery, fringing and offshore reefs and sheltered bays and 
beaches.  We plan to anchor overnight near Richards Island.    
This will allow the more adventurous to make a foray up the 
wild Hull river estuary at night to spotlight for crocodiles.  This 
was where the disastrous Edmund Kennedy expedition came 
ashore in 1848 and found them stuck for weeks.   
Lucinda: High Tide 3.12m @ 9.04 am — Low tide 1.20m @ 3.04 pm 

Day 3; Wednesday, 4th November:  Moving through the 
Family Group we plan to spend the day on reefs and Goold 
Island, a tall, forested hill with granite outcrops, eucalypt 
woodlands and sandy beaches.  Move on to anchor overnight in 
Shepherd Bay on the eastern side of Hinchinbrook Island. 
Lucinda: High Tide 3.12m @ 9.47 am — Low tide 1.32m @ 3.53 pm 

Day 4; Thursday 5th November:  After a morning walk from 
Cape Richards to Macushla we cruise along the eastern side of 
Hinchinbrook Island and depending on the weather conditions 
may use the sea kayaks on board to enter and explore the area 
around Zoe Bay before proceeding on to anchor overnight in 
Juno Bay, Fantome Island in Palm Island Group. Special 
management strategies apply to areas around Hinchinbrook 
Island to protect natural, cultural and socio-economic values 
and to provide a range of visitor experiences. 
Lucinda: High Tide 3.04m @ 10.38 am - Low tide 1.47m @ 4.59 pm 

Day 5; Fr iday, 6th November: From the Juno Bay base spend 
the day snorkelling the part of the Great Barrier Reef that has 
the greatest diversity of coral species and exploring some of 
these islands including and Fantome and Orpheus Islands   

Lucinda: High Tide 2.93m @ 11.40 am - Low tide 1.55 @ 6.58 pm 

Day 6; Saturday 7th November:  Cruise up Hinchinbrook 
Channel on the flood tide. In beautiful Deluge Inlet the scenery 
changes from dense mangrove forests to lush rainforest as one 
progresses deeper into this wonderland. Many freshwater fish 
can be seen while crocodile may laze on the sandy banks. 

Lucinda: High Tide 2.84m @ 1.01 pm - Low tide 1.00m @ 5.32am 

Day 7; Sunday 8th November: To the Brook Islands to 
snorkel around this rich reef during the afternoon, then as the 
sun sets watch the dramatic homeward migrations of tens of 
thousands of Torresian Pigeons.  After dinner witness the 
amazing coral spawning between 10.00 and 11.00 pm. 

Lucinda: High Tide 2.85m @ 2.34 pm - Low tide 1.16m @ 7.15am 

Day 8: Heading back north we snorkel on some reefs and enter 
Mourilyan Harbour to look for the elusive cassowaries and a 
calm anchorage for our “islander” last night party.  
Lucinda: High Tide 2.94m @ 3.49 pm — Low tide 1.18m @ 9.02 am 

Day 9: After another snorkel on the way, cruise back to Cairns 
Marlin Wharf for disembarkation about 4.30-500 pm.   
Lucinda: High Tide 3.02m @ 4.45 pm - Low tide 1.11m @ 10.20 am 

 

Summary of Hinchinbrook Island’s World Heritage Values  
* geological and geomorphologic process and features of 

Hinchinbrook Island and Channel 
* the high diversity of Brook Island coral reefs and their 

outstanding scenic properties 
* the visual splendour and outstanding diversity of the 

mangrove communities of Hinchinbrook Island and 
Channel 

* the extremely high floristic diversity of Hinchinbrook 
Island lowlands 

* the critical habitat of seagrasses and associated threatened 
marine animals 

*  the present high levels of integrity associated with the site 


